
Chapters 1-5



Class 1 Introductory

Class 2   Acts 1:1-5:42
Class 3 Acts 6:1-9:43
Class 4 Acts 10:1-15:35
Class 5 Acts 15:36-21:40
Class 6 Acts 22:1-28:31

Outline of the Classes



The Preparation for the Christian Mission (1:1-2:13)
The Promise of the Spirit (1:1-5)
The Ascension of Jesus (1:6-12)
The First Community in Jerusalem (1:13-14)
The Choice of Judas’ Successor (1:15-26)
The Coming of the Spirit (2:1-13)

The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14-8:3)
Peter’s Speech at Pentecost (2:14-41)
Communal Life (2:42-47)
Cure of Crippled Beggar (3:1-10)
Peter’s Speech (3:11-4:4)
Before the Sanhedrin (4:5-22)
Prayer of the Community (4:23-31)
Life in the Christian Community (4:32-37)
Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11)
Signs and Wonders of the Apostles (5:12-16)
Trial before the Sanhedrin (5:17-42)

Material Covered in Class 2



The Promise of the Spirit (1:1-5)

1. The statement that it is the same author as in Luke
2. Jesus appeared for 40 days

Luke 24:50-53 
3. They are to wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit

Luke 3:21b 
The Church is by divine origin not human effort
Pay attention to the work of the Holy Spirit



The Ascension of Jesus (1:6-12)

1.  The restoring of the kingdom of God is linked with the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  Not an earthly kingdom
2. The coming of the Holy Spirit has a purpose.

Witness to Jesus
The foreshadowing of the movement of the Gospel

3. They witness Jesus being taken up into heaven
See 2 Kings 2:9-11 “When they crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, 

‘Request whatever I might do for you, before I am taken from you.’ Elisha 
answered, ‘May I receive a double portion of your spirit. He replied, ‘You have 
asked something that is not easy. Still, if you see me taken up from you, your 
wish will be granted; otherwise not.’ As they walked on still conversing, a fiery 
chariot and fiery horses came between two of them, and Elijah went up to 
heaven in a whirlwind.”
4. The promise of Jesus’ second coming



The First Community in Jerusalem (1:13-14)

1. Upper Room – Luke 22:12 
2. They were people of prayer
3. Mary is present



Prayer of the Community (4:23-31)
Life in the Christian Community (4:32-37)
Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11)
Signs and Wonders of the Apostles (5:12-16)



The Choice of Judas’ Successor (1:15-26)

1. Note the role of Peter
2. Peter’s 1st Speech

Peter’s role as the first among apostles
Psalm 41:10 “Even my trusted friend who ate my 
bread, has raised his heel against me.”
OT reference to Jews
The qualification for replacing Judas
The need for 12 for the 12 tribes of Israel

3. They chose two and prayed 
4. Matthias was chosen to replace Judas



The Coming of the Spirit (2:1-13)

Background
The Jewish Feast of Pentecost

The Jews came to Jerusalem on the feast of Pentecost to 
celebrate God establishing his people by the giving of the Law 
on Mount Sinai The 10 Commandments / the Torah.

AND

The Feast of Weeks – 50th day after Passover (7 weeks). 
It is also for giving thanks and presenting offerings for the new 
grain of the summer wheat harvest



The Coming of the Spirit (2:1-13)

Background
The Tower of Babel (Gen 11:1-9)

The whole world had the same language
They built a tower to make a name for themselves

They prided themselves in human achievement apart 
from God.

God scattered them and confused them with different 
languages



The Coming of the Spirit (2:1-13)

1. The new law of love by the coming of the Spirit
2. Fire is connected to God presence at the initiation of the 

covenant on Sinai (the burning bush)
3. The Spirit allowed them to speak, they were once afraid 

of witnessing to Jesus
4. They were understood by all.  With the coming of the 

spirit, God is reuniting, reconstituting, recreating what 
was divided.

5. Fulfills Luke 3:16 “John answered them all saying, I am 
baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is 
coming, I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.”



Peter’s Speech at Pentecost (2:14-41)
Remember that some speeches serve to explain an event

Background

Messiah (Hebrew) Christ (Greek) means anointed

The term refers to the king of Israel as God’s anointed one

When the kingdom was destroyed, Jews hoped God would 
restore it through a descendant or “Son of David” who would 
be anointed by God’s Spirit as David was.  

This is how the hope for a Messiah began 



Peter’s Speech at Pentecost (2:14-41)
Remember that some speeches serve to explain an event

They asked, “what does this mean?”  Others said they have had too much wine

1. To whom is Peter speaking?
2. How does he justify the actions as part of God’s work?

Foretold in Joel (coming of the Spirit) and promised in David
3. Teaching of the crucifixion, death, resurrection, Ascension 

and Pentecost – Kerygma, Proclamation
4. David < Jesus,     David referred to (pointed to) Jesus
5. Response to the preaching of the Word

1) Repent   2) Be baptized for forgiveness
3) receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

6. Note the success of the preaching of the Gospel by Peter
7. Note the topic of the first preaching.  Compare with today.



Peter’s Speech at Pentecost (2:14-41)
Remember that some speeches serve to explain an event

8. The importance of the resurrection

It was thought that David wrote the Psalms

Peter states that David wrote of Jesus (2:25-28)
vs. 29  David died and was buried so it cannot be of him
vs. 31  David foresaw and spoke of the resurrection
vs. 36  Jesus is Lord and Messiah whom they crucified

9.  Note that is says that they address Peter and the other 
Apostles  (Again the role of Peter)



Peter’s Speech at Pentecost (2:14-41)
Remember that some speeches serve to explain an event

9 The response of the crowd parallels Luke 3:10  (p.103)
Both Crowds ask what they should do
Both are told to repent
Both are baptized



Communal Life (2:42-47)

Four aspects of the Community
1) Teaching of the Apostles
2) Communal Life
3) Breaking of the Bread
4) Praying

Note that there is a sense of joy and praise (46-47)



Cure of Crippled Beggar (3:1-10)

A dramatic healing that gives Peter 
a chance to preach and explain.



Peter’s Speech (3:11-4:4)
1. Peter and John (later Paul and Barnabas) reject that it was 

by their human efforts the cure took place.  It is the work 
of Jesus.  Followers focus on the individuals.

2. Speaking to Jews  so set Jesus within Jewish History
3. Explanation of the Jewish involvement in his death and 

God’s work in raising him from the dead
4. Claims that they did not know, they were ignorant, that is 

why faithful Jews did this to Jesus
5. God brought this about as told by the prophets
6. Response – repent -> be converted
7. Confrontation with religious leaders – Sadducees

Non-believers in the resurrection
7. Peter and John are imprisoned overnight
8. Number of followers keeps growing 



Before the Sanhedrin (4:5-22)
Conflict between the old and the new leaders of the Jewish people

The old religious leaders forfeited their claim by rejecting Jesus
Since they disobeyed God, the apostles no longer had to obey them
The Apostles replaced them as the new leaders of God’s people

They ask by what power or by what name have the apostles done their work

See Luke 12:11-12  



Before the Sanhedrin (4:5-22)
Peter’s Speech – Speaks through the power of the Holy Spirit

Jesus Christ
Whom the leaders crucified and God raised from the dead
There is no salvation through anyone else
There is no any other name given to the human race by which we are 
to be saved

(Salvation comes only through Christ even for non-believers)

Leaders
Do not know what to do with Peter and the Apostles – No leadership
Warn them not to speak of Jesus
Surprised by their boldness (Work of the Holy Spirit)

Peter and John
They must obey God
It is impossible for them not to speak about their experience

(Sign of true conversion and an experience of God)



Prayer of the Community (4:23-31)
The reaction of the community after knowing Peter and John 
had a run in with the Jewish Leaders.

They prayed for the gift to speak more boldly as God heals 
and does signs and wonders in the Name of Jesus

A second Pentecost (Acts 4:31)



Life in the Christian Community (4:32-37)

2nd summary describing the Jerusalem community
See 2:42  

2:42 - They devoted themselves to the 
teaching of the apostles and to the 
communal life, to the breaking of the 
bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon 
everyone, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. All who 
believed were together and had all things 
in common; they would sell their property 
and possessions and divide them among 
all according to each one’s need.  Every 
day they devoted themselves to meeting 
together in the temple area and to 
breaking bread in their homes. They ate 
their meals with exultation and sincerity of 
heart,  praising God and enjoying favor 
with all the people. And every day the Lord 
added to their number those who were 
being saved.

4:32 - The community of believers was of one 
heart and mind, and no one claimed that any 
of his possessions was his own, but they had 
everything in common. With great power the 
apostles bore witness to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded 
them all.  There was no needy person among 
them, for those who owned property or 
houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of 
the sale, and put them at the feet of the 
apostles, and they were distributed to each 
according to need.  Thus Joseph, also named 
by the apostles Barnabas (which is translated 
“son of encouragement”), a Levite, a Cypriot 
by birth, sold a piece of property that he 
owned, then brought the money and put it at 
the feet of the apostles.



Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11)
The last section was a set up for this one

The lie is seen as a threat to the 
community more so than not 
turning over the proceeds from the 
sale.

They maintain a hidden 
independence from the community

5:3 – Why has Satan filled your 
heart…  (Judas)

God is not mocked, he will go to 
great lengths to save sinners ; those 
who refuse to admit their sin will 
suffer separation from God.  



Signs and Wonders of the Apostles (5:12-16)
Third Summary

The apostles did signs and wonders
Many believers were added to their company
They cured the sick

OF JESUS
Mark 6:56 - Whatever villages or towns or countryside he entered, they laid the sick in 
the marketplaces and begged him that they might touch only the tassel on his cloak; 
and as many as touched it were healed.

OF PETER AND THE APOSTLES
Acts 5:16 - Thus they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and 
mats so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on one or another of them. 
A large number of people from the towns in the vicinity of Jerusalem also gathered, 
bringing the sick and those disturbed by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.

OF PAUL
Acts 19:11-12 - So extraordinary were the mighty deeds God accomplished at the 
hands of Paul that when face cloths or aprons that touched his skin were applied to 
the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.



Trial before the Sanhedrin (5:17-42)

The Apostles are put in prison
By God’s power they are let out of prison and told to preach
They are found preaching in the temple and brought back in

Peter and the Apostles’ defense
“We must obey God rather than men.”
The Holy Spirit witnesses to the events of Jesus
Vs 30-32 is a summary of the kerygma

Gamaliel – a teacher of the law, a Pharisee.  Man of reason and a 
believer in the resurrection.

If it is of God, it will last, if it is of human origin, it will die
Confirmed that for 2000 years, it is of God.  Contrast other 
movements at the time that died out.  Joy at suffering for God.



Homework

Class 3    
Acts 6:1-9:43


